High incidence of Langerhans cells in lymph nodes of athymic nude mice: an ultrastructural and morphometric study.
Cervical and axillary lymph nodes of athymic nude mice were compared morphometrically and ultrastructurally with those of normal littermates. The lymph nodes of the nude mice were larger and the volumes of the follicle, paracortex, and medulla of the lymph nodes were all larger. The paracortex of nude mice had few lymphocytes and a large number of interdigitating cells (IDC) and Langerhans cells (Lc). The results suggest that the high incidence of Lc and IDC in the lymph nodes of nude mice is due to cell accumulation and not lymphocyte depletion.